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Attachment4: tnitialEnvirsnmentalExamination

PROGRAM/ACTIYITY I}ATA:

Country/Rcgion: Svria

Progran/Activity ?itlel Supnortins Liveiihoods in Svria [SLS]

Proj ec t/Activity lmpk m entation : Thro ugh April 2 020

Funding Year Begins: February 201? _ Funding Ycnr Ends: Ap:il Jll20

LOP Amount: I_rlot ts exceed $20 milliilq

Prepared By: Andrew Boesq1'lvliddlE-E*st Bureau Team Lead" START

Curreut Dste: DecEmber 2l . 2SI6

Expiration Date: April28. 2020

Amendrnent {Y/1.{): $ [f "yes", Filename & date of original IEfliRCE

ENYIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED; (Place X where applicabie)
Categorical Exclusion: X Negative Dsterminatian: X
Positive Determination; Defenal:

ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS: {Place X where appticablei
CONDiTIONS X

r SUMMARY OF'F'INDINGS AND RtrCQIUMBNDED TIIRE HOLD DECI$ION

Cateqorical Excf usion;

A Categorical Exclusion pursuant to 22 CFR 216.2{c) {2), is recommer:ded for:

l, all education, technical assistance, and training programs except to the extent such programs

include activities directly affecting the environment 22 CFR 2I6.2(c)(2)(i),

2, all controlled experimerltation exclusively for the purpose of research and field evaluation

which are confined to sma[[ areas and carefully monitored 22 CFR 216-2(c)(2)(ii).

Negative Deternrination rvith Conditions, pursuant to 22 CFR 2I6.3(a)(3) is recommended for
thc following activities not specifically included under the above identified "'Categarical

Exciusions":

r Provision of the follorving inputs and extension servic€s: Treated seeds,
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pesticides, fertilizer, haiuing oft use af fertilizer and pesticides, livestock vaccinations
and their disposal, and waste created through post-harvest handling.

o An Environmenta.l Management and Mitigation Plan {EMMP--see
attachunent) is required far improved farming methods for idertified crops,
including i*formation on adherence to soil and water managemeflt best practices.

o Mitigation measures include a Pesticide Evaluation Repart and
Safe Use Action Plan (PERSUAP) for pesticide use (where pesticides cover al[
insecticides, fungicides, and rodenficides, etc. covered under the Fed*ral
Inseeticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRAI} which will eslahlish a set

of pesticides for which support is authorized by the Syria Transition Assistance
Response Team, and establishes requiremerrts attendaat to suppofi of thesrl
pesticides, such that said pesticide use/suppot: (1) emhodies the principles of safe
pesticide use and, (2) per USAID policy, is within an lntegrated Pest Management
{IPM) framework. This applies to the handling, transport, fuel for transport,
storage, mixing, loading, apptication, clean*up of spray equipment. an#or
disposal of pesticides.

o The procurement or use sf genetically rn+dified organisms
(GMOs) wi[[ require preparation of a biosafety assessment in accordance with
ADS 20i.3.1 1.2(b) in an amendment to the IEE reviewed by the Agency
Biosafety Review Advisor and approved by the Bureau Environmental Offi+er
(BEo).

t Irrigation and more Efficient land use
o Mitigation measures include : proper siding and materials are used;

An EMMP will be prepared and submitted to tlre AOR. for any repair and/or
rehabilitation activities prior to comrnEncing works.

* Canstruction
o Mitigation measurss include: an EMMP will he reviewed and

approved by the AOR and MEO for any repair an#or rehabilitation activities
prior to commencing wotks. If confimed, a sctping statement and envimnmental
assessmsnt will he done the implementer prior to the start of activities. Terms of
Reference lbr the scoping statemeflt must be reviewed by the MEO and approved
by the BEO. The implementer(s) will ensure that equipment is used in an
environmentally sound and safe manfler and properly disposed of at the end of its
useful life.

a Priority irrigation and construction activities will be reviewed for any
environmenl impacts and reported to tlte AOR for review and clearance.

3 BACKGROUND;

The overall objective for activities under SLS is to improve household food security and

comrnunity resiliency. The zub-objectiv*s to be achieved by each multi-sectoral intervention are

listed helow:

l) Strengthen market access aud functionalityr strengthen access to markets and market systems,
particularly with regard to fatm-to-market Iinkages and syatems of private sefirice providers

24



2) fftreagtheu Agritulfur*I and Livest*ck Productiaa; increase in+omes of targeted households
and businesses; increase production/yield of crops; improve seed quality, access and availability;
improve breeding Iivestock quality health, quality, acsess and availability; increase extension
services and/or capacity building opportudti+s; strengthen the ahility of targeied households and
communities to navigato shocks (e.g. draught) to their food security.

3) Strengthtn Livelihood Opportunities erld V*lue Chainr Critical to Ford Security: promote
inc.reased private sector development and positive economic interdependencies; rcplace or
rehahilitate livelihood assets and inputs; promote diversification of productive assets and practices;

improve agriculture relatsd dietary diversity, *nd build eapacity along the agribusiness value chain.

,4) tmprovc lffater Flnnagern*nt, Irrigation and Land U*e Techniques: address the eomplex
water issues exacerbated by the humanitarian emergency in ccnflict areas, in collaboration u.ith
local governance institutions where feasible.

5) tearning and D*ta Collection: c+nduct and disseminate market, Fo$t-harvest. seed system,

value chairl and/ar livelihoods as$e$sment(si and astian research in order to inform current and

future programming.

By restoring assets, livelihoods, naarket systems, and related infrastructure and improving water and

irrigation nefixorks, the pr+gram and its paftners will phase heavily conflict-affected conrmunities

out ofreliance on humanitarian assistance and toward economic and productive self-determination.

Further, thruugh integration of csnflict-sensitive and pe*c*building approaches or mechanisms in
livelih+ods and related infrasmuchre and water activities, these activities carr also serve to bring
eommunities together around cornmo$ rteeds, rei*force economic irterdependencies, and provide
incentives for peaceful coexistence within and between heavily confli+t-affected communities. An
emphasis or e systems-based approach will enhance the sustainabitity of interventions by
increasing the ability of systems to rnaintain the services beyond the lifespau CIf fhis program.

Similarly, development of strategies to hetp beneficiaries and communities increase absorptive,

adaptive and transformative c*pacities *nd prepare for and mitigate effec.ls of recurrent shacks wili
reduce cbronic vulnerability, thereby enabling a more resilient recovsry.

3 BEYTSTONS;

As with all USAID-funded projects, and pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3iai{9), if new infbrmation
becomes available which indicates that any of the proposed actians to he funded by this activity
might be "rnajor" and their effects "significant " the threshold decision for the actions listed

above witl be reviewed and revised by the originatorisi of the prugram and pr*iects and

submitted through the Regional Environmental Officer {REO} to the Bureau Environmental
Offlcers (BEO) for the Middle East for approval and, if warranted, an environmental assessment

will be prepared by Syria Transition Assistance as appropriate. It is the responsibility of the
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Envircnrn
ental Issue

Potential lmpa*t ?r*posed Pliiig*tie* *t*as*r*
&lonitoring
lndic*tors

l}loniterin
ge'Id

Reprrting
FreqUenry

Eetltol*ciblc BEtiB

eOR to keep the Missiun Environmental Ofticer and the BEO informed of any new inf,orrnation

*r chsrlges in the aetivity that might require rer-isi*n rf the IEE.

EUIMP Template

AFfROYAL O{ EHYIRONMENTAL ACTICIFI REeGMMEN$ED fqr the $yri+
Essentiql Servi*rs II *etivity;

(T1'pe name under signature l!ne)

CLEARANCE:

Senior Dexiccracy OtTieer, Syria Tramsiticn Assistance Response Team:

/ff/*,t*-

AT}DITISNAL CLEARAilCES:

Regional Enviranraental Advis*r

Approved bv ernail

Kimberlee Bell

CSNCURRENCE:

vircnmentsl 0fficer

Alexandra Hadzi-Vidanovre
Date: 11/10i2016
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Regional Pmgram Offieer

Approved bv enlail Date: 9i30l2016
Chris Saenger

Regional Legal Advisot

Auoroved hv email
HanhNguyen

Date: 11/1fi{2016
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